CHAPTER IX
THE TYPE-PROBLEM IN BIOGRAPHY
As one might almost expect, the province of biography
also yields its contribution to the problem of psychological
types, Chiefly we have to thank the natural science
method of Wilhelm Ostwald1, who was able, by means
of a biographical comparison of certain outstanding
natural scientists, to establish a typical psychological
antithesis, which he termed the classic and romantic types*,
"While the former", says Ostwald, "is characterized by
the well-rounded perfection of each individual achieve-
ment, and at the same time by a rather withdrawn nature
whose personal effect upon his environment is but slight,
the romanticist stands out by reason of the very opposite
characters. His quality lies not so much in the perfecting
of individual work as in the variety and telling originality
of numerous achievements that follow each other in rapid
succession; in addition, the effect he exercises upon his
contemporaries is, as a rule, immediate and impressive . ..
It must also be pointed out that the rapidity of mental
reaction is the decisive criterion of the particular type
to which the scientist belongs. Pioneers who possess
great reactive rapidity are the 'romantics', while those
with slower mental reactions are the ' classics' (pp. 44 ft).
The classic produces slowly, as a rule, only bringing forth
the ripest fruit of his mind relatively late in life" (p. 89),
A never-failing characteristic of the classic type, according
to Ostwald, is the " absolute need to stand without error
i Ostwald, Grow* Manner, iii, iv (Leipzig, 1910);   * fc., p. 44.
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